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In this edition of Ohio State Medicine Alumni, we highlight some of the great work being
accomplished around the world by members of the “Buckeye Family.” You’ll read about
the generosity of Anne and Rob Klamar, 1990 graduates of the College of Medicine
(cover photo); learn about continuing and new initiatives in the OSU Office of Global
Health, as longtime executive director Daniel Sedmak, MD, transitioned to emeritus
status and Diane Gorgas, MD, took the reins; and meet several of our innovative and
compassionate medical students who are learning – and caring – about providing
health care for the underserved, at home and in developing countries.

A Message
from the
Dean

Global and community health programs are critical to improving the well-being of those
with difficult access to health care and poor living conditions. It is our responsibility to
care for the less fortunate and use our skills to improve their situation. My wife, Mary
Pat Borgess, MD, and both our sons, Jon and Eric, have had the privilege to participate
in overseas projects to help others, so we know how important it is to be able to
make a difference. Further, we must not forget that healthcare disparities are not only
international – they also occur in our own backyards.
We commend our alumni, students, residents and faculty who volunteer their time and
expertise to make a difference.

E. Christopher Ellison, MD
Interim Dean
The Ohio State University College of Medicine

Martha Hicks, Director of Alumni Affairs,
to Retire after 31-Year Ohio State Career
Greetings from the College of Medicine Alumni Office!

Share Your Feedback
About Our New
Magazine Format
by July 15
This special edition, focusing
on global and community
health, will mark a transition for
this publication from the Alumni
Update newsletter to the
Ohio State Medicine Alumni
magazine. Starting in late fall,
you will see a fresh format. As
our reader, we are seeking
your feedback. Please fill out a
brief survey with your opinions
and preferences at go.osu.
edu/medreadersurvey.
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I am happy to share exciting news: After 31 years at Ohio State, I
will retire on June 30. I’ve had a great career — especially the past
15 years within the College of Medicine Alumni Affairs office! I’ve
been blessed with a job that never really felt like a job. Every
day, I have the opportunity to meet people who have a passion
for medicine and for Ohio State. When these two passions
come together, great things happen — for you, the College of
Medicine, and our future physicians.
I want to offer a special thanks to our current and former alumni board and award
committee members, alumni hosts, event sponsors, reunion class chairs, supportive
college leadership, and the rest of our wonderful alumni and families who give their time,
talent and treasure. I am forever grateful. I know you will continue to pay forward in the
years to come, supporting our College of Medicine and the students who train here as
they prepare to make a difference in the future of health care.
It’s truly been an honor to work at such a great institution – The Ohio State University.
I leave here with great memories and great friends, but I also look forward to life after
OSU. Please keep in touch (mshhicks@gmail.com) — I would love that!
Take care, and forever — GO BUCKS!

Stay connected: Visit medicine.osu.edu/alumni

OSU Office of Global
Health Makes It Possible
“In the decade since the Office of Global Health (OGH) was
created by Dr. Sedmak, participation in the core Global
Health Elective Program has grown from 16 students the
first year to 70 last year,” says Diane Gorgas, MD. “And, our
College of Medicine students have become exceptional
ambassadors for Ohio State.”

Diane Gorgas, MD

Dr. Gorgas, who joined OGH last fall, was named director
in January, when Daniel Sedmak, MD ’80, retired from his
full-time role as executive director of the Health Sciences
Center for Global Health and OGH.

“We deliver one of the best pre-departure preparation programs in the nation
for medical students completing a rotation in a developing country,” notes Dr.
Gorgas, who also is an associate professor in the Department of Emergency
Medicine. The program content, which has been rolled into an Advanced
Competency Choice within the college’s new Lead.Serve.Inspire curriculum,
includes a longitudinal pathway to combine didactic global health learning with
the practice-based, clinical service away rotation, providing medical students a
level of expertise and knowledge that is unparalleled in the country, she explains.

If you want to go fast, go alone; if you want
to go far, go together. – AFRICAN PROVERB
Dr. Sedmak, whose career at OSU spans nearly 30 years in various capacities,
was called upon to establish OGH in response to medical students’ burgeoning
interest in global health.
“Students experience marked cultural differences and come away with an
understanding that providing care is about more than just physicians, nurses
and other professionals. Public health concerns, including access to clean water,
vaccinations, a blood supply, emergency vehicles and hospitals that are more
than clinics are deeply intertwined,” Dr. Sedmak says.
“I’ve never had a medical student on one of these rotations who does not come
back profoundly affected. They have a greater sense of awareness, compassion
and gratitude – this is probably the most important difference we can make in
global health,” he adds.
The vision of the OSU Office of Global Health – to inspire future physicians
to become champions for global health and for improving the
quality of life for all – is fulfilled by its mission to provide
medical students with the opportunity to learn about
global health issues through didactic, self-study and
participatory learning. To learn more, visit medicine.
osu.edu/orgs/globalhealth.

Core initiatives of the
OSU Office of Global
Health include:
Global Health Elective Program:
Medical students learn about and
travel to developing countries
where they are educated about and
participate in diagnosis and treatment
of diseases and disorders, preventive
health care and public health unique
to the local culture (see pg. 4).
Support for global health student
organizations associated with
the College of Medicine, such as
PODEMOS (see pg. 5) and R4WH
(see pg. 14).
Partnership for Global Health:
The OSU Greif Neonatal Survival
Program, created through a $2.5
million gift from Greif Packaging
Charitable Trust, provides neonatal
care training for local healthcare
workers in Hinche, Haiti, southern
Kenya and throughout Ethiopia.
Currently being expanded to Tanzania,
Malawi and Rwanda, the program
improves the lives of mothers and
infants in low-income countries and
creates self-sustaining and scalable
healthcare training and delivery.
Health Sciences Center for Global
Health (Buckeyes Without Borders):
A cross-campus, collaborative
program among the Health Sciences
colleges, was initially funded in part by
a grant from the National Institutes of
Health’s Fogarty International Center
award, of which Dr. Sedmak, along
with Mary Ellen Wewers, PhD, MPH,
was principal investigator.
Graduate Interdisciplinary
Specialization in Global Health:
A university-wide program to prepare
students and graduates to participate
in advancement of global health
through academic enrichment,
service-learning and research.
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y Michelle Corrado
“Ultimately, I envision myself working as the leader of
a clinical research program in rare pediatric diseases,
which means I’ll be collaborating with other researchers
internationally,” says Med 3 student Michelle Corrado in
explaining that the two weeks she spent in the Netherlands
at the University of Groningen Summer School on Pediatrics
was the perfect learning opportunity for her.
Corrado is especially interested in metabolic disorders
in children, piqued by a laboratory experience studying
glycogen storage disease. “I saw first-hand how easily
these patients – who are born without an enzyme to
make glucose – can slip through the cracks and be
misdiagnosed. The consequences can be huge in terms
of growth and development,” she adds.
Part of her experience at Groningen – which Dr. Joanne
Lynn, associate dean, Student Life, helped arrange –
included participation in the Genzyme Award competition
for which she prepared an oral presentation and research
proposal on PKU disorder in infants.
“As the only American in our class, it was really interesting to
hear the perspectives of medical students from around the

Michelle Corrado (left) and fellow students draft the “I” from “Iamsterdam”
to form the iconic O-H-I-O in front of the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam

world, especially in the nonjudgmental discussions about
pediatric euthanasia, recently legalized in the Netherlands,”
notes Corrado, who will take a one-year hiatus from her
medical studies to complete an MBA at OSU.

y Paul Paetow
“My experience in South Africa – as well as talking with
faculty members who are involved in yearly international
service projects – has solidified my desire to make
global health an ongoing part of my medical career,”

Paul Paetow (far right) and fellow student Mayce Haj-Ali, enjoyed the
hospitality of their South African “host mother,” Zodwa Mvuyana, whom
students affectionately called “Mama Z.”
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says Paul Paetow, Med 3, about the four weeks he spent
at Nelson Mandela School of Medicine at the KwaZulu
Natal University in Durban, South Africa. As part of his
Advanced Competency in Global Health – arranged by
the OSU Office of Global Health in conjunction with an
organization founded by alumna Jessica Evert, MD ’05,
Child Family Health International – Paetow and fellow
classmates studied the Millennium Development Goals,
social and economic determinants of health, and a
wide variety of other global issues and diseases before
departure. Integrated into their Global Health curriculum,
the students also discussed “Mountains Beyond
Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a Man Who
Would Cure the World,” by Tracy Kidder.
“The experience I gained in Durban by delivering babies,
treating rare pediatric illnesses and participating in handson surgical encounters is invaluable. But seeing first-hand
the level of poverty and lack of access to basic health
care in the surrounding villages will forever change how I
see healthcare disparities around the world,” he adds.

Stay connected: Visit medicine.osu.edu/alumni

y Rajiv Mallipudi
As an MD/MBA candidate, Med 3 student Rajiv Mallipudi
was selected to take part in the Fisher College of
Business GAP (Global Applied Project) opportunity.
Although he was delighted at the prospect of working
on a real-world project in an immersive international
experience, none of the offered projects involved
health care.
“Because it was important to me to honor my career
aspirations in medicine, I was told that – if I could find
a company that would fully fund our entire team of six
MBA students – I could create a unique experience,”
says Mallipudi. After meeting with several College of
Medicine mentors, he was put in touch with Desmond
Thio, MD, president of Philips Healthcare Greater China.
An alumnus of OSU College of Public Health, Dr. Thio
hired Mallipudi and the team.
Mallipudi served as project manager of the team
that spent several weeks in Shanghai, mapping out
“patient touch points” – from diagnosis to purchase of an
obstructive sleep apnea device – with the goal of raising
consumer awareness of Philips’ products. They also
explored ways to expand Philips’ COPD solutions in China.

Med 3 student Rajiv Mallipudi takes a much-needed break from his
Global Applied Project responsibilities to perch atop a section of the
Great Wall of China in a secluded, remote area outside Beijing.

“I learned so much, not only about the value of the
considerable OSU network globally and the vast
disparities in access to care around the world, but also
that leading a project is less about managing details and
more about leading and inspiring people,” he adds.

y Danny Francescon
Med 4 student Danny Francescon traveled in 2013 to Honduras
for an Advanced Competency experience though PODEMOS
(Partnership for Ongoing Development and Education and Medical
Outreach), a student-led organization supported by the OSU Office
of Global Health.
“In Spanish, PODEMOS means ‘we can,’ and our group of seven thenrising Med 3 students, along with Dr. Bryan Martin and volunteers,
helped many during the four-week program,” says Francescon.
In partnership with the medical school of the National Autonomous
University of Honduras, the Honduran Association for the Fight
against Cancer and Montana de Luz (an orphanage for children
affected by HIV), students extended learning in specific disciplines with
opportunities to problem solve and understand how health professionals
in a resource-scarce environment can provide good care.
“I was surprised to observe treatments not often used in the United
States and happy to see HIV-infected children thriving. Home visits
were an important part of our cultural learning, and it was great to
see quality-of-life improvements through the provision of common
medications,” he adds.
Med 4 student Danny Francescon performs an ultrasound examination for an
Honduran patient.
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Retirement on Hold:
22 Mission Trips in 11 Years
“Some people were totally blind and would
never have seen again without VHI,” Dr.
Vanik explains. “Children with crossed eyes
were shunned. As adults they couldn’t hold
a job or get married. They essentially were
shut in their homes. You can’t imagine
the look on the parents’ faces when
they saw their children with straight
eyes. Their whole world changed.”

As Philip Vanik, MD ’60, approached
retirement in 1997, thoughts of travel
and playing rounds of golf swirled
through his mind. But then he received
a phone call from a College of Medicine
classmate, and his plans for a life of
nothing but leisure would have to slow
down a little.
Tom Bates, MD ’60, an ophthalmologist
from Florida, suggested that his
former college roommate join him
in volunteering for Vision Health
International (VHI), a nonprofit
organization that provides medical,
surgical and educational services free
of charge to underserved populations
in Latin America and South America.
VHI, which recruits ophthalmologists,
optometrists, registered nurses and
clinic personnel for biennial oneweek field programs, was in need of
an anesthesiologist. Since 1985, VHI
has performed more than 5,000 sightrestoring and life-altering surgeries,
such as the removal of cataracts and the
treatment of strabismus, and handed out
tens of thousands of eyeglasses.
As an anesthesiologist, Dr. Vanik mainly
worked at Nationwide Children’s
Hospital in Columbus, where dozens
of operations for strabismus are
performed weekly. The common
procedure is done at hospitals across
the nation, so very few people in the
United States have crossed eyes.
“Tom asked if I wanted to come along,”
says Dr. Vanik, who was 63 at the time.
“I only had one year before retirement, so
I said OK. I asked if my wife, Jean, could
come along, too, and he said ‘of course.’ ”
Over a period of 11 years, Dr. Vanik and
Jean, a former nurse, had gone on
22 mission trips to such places at the
Dominican Republic, Honduras, Nicaragua,
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The Vanik’s first trip with VHI was to
the Dominican Republic, a Spanishspeaking nation in the Caribbean
where economic disparities are vast.

Philip Vanik, MD ’60

In hindsight, he
realizes that mission work
never felt like “work.”
“I’m only sorry I didn’t
start it sooner.”
– PHILIP VANIK, MD ’60

Costa Rica, Guatemala and Peru.
“I always laughed when one of my
friends would ask if I took my golf clubs
because he’d heard that there were
very nice golf courses wherever we
were,” says Dr. Vanik, of Dublin, Ohio.
“But, we had no time for play – just
work, eat, sleep.”
The World Health Organization
estimates that more than 35 million
people in the world are blind – 80
percent of these cases are treatable
with proper medical care.

“We were bussed two hours away
from the city, where there was no
ophthalmologist and where people
were too poor to get to the big city,” he
recalls. “We arrived Saturday and set
up our equipment Sunday. People were
already gathering in line around the
hospital. Some had been there three or
four days before being seen. It was the
same scenario wherever we went.”
The VHI team is first invited by the host
country. “The city has to have a hospital
with clinical space and three operating
rooms for us to work.”
Vanik was impressed by the efficiency
of work. “The crew worked long hours
very well together. We made very good
friends. I think that’s what happens when
you work for a cause.”
Dr. Vanik says he found the trips
rewarding because he knew he and
others were making an impact on
people’s lives.
The Vaniks are fully retired now,
spending time between going to the
movies, socializing at the recreation
center and playing rounds of golf.
In hindsight, he realizes that mission
work never felt like “work.”
“I’m only sorry I didn’t start it sooner.”

Stay connected: Visit medicine.osu.edu/alumni

Uniquely Prepared to Save Lives:
From OSU to Gavi
“Life has a way of telling you which
way to go,” says Elaine Esber, MD
’65, whose path in life led her to be
uniquely prepared to help save lives
in developing countries and positively
affect millions more around the
world through the advancement and
availability of vaccines and medicines.
After completing her pediatric
internship and residency in Columbus,
she became involved in the then
new field of transplantation and
immunotherapy through a Pediatric
Hematology/Oncology clinical
fellowship at the University of Washington
in Seattle. That experience led her to the
National Cancer Institute of the National
Institutes of Health in Bethesda for a
three-year Tumor Immunology Research
Fellowship, after which she “quite by
accident” joined the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA).
Global health concerns – and a global
understanding of the importance of
ethics and regulation in medicine
– were undergoing an awakening
at that time. Over Dr. Esber’s nearly
25 years at the FDA, as a captain in
the U.S. Public Health Service, she
held senior level positions including
associate director, Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research, which
primed her to serve from 1990 to 2001
as a founding member of the first
Steering Committee of the International

Conference on Harmonisation of
Technical Requirements for Registration
of Pharmaceuticals for Human Use (ICH).
“The main focus of ICH was to realize
significant savings in time and resources
by adopting harmonized guidelines and
creating a single
common technical
document among
ICH regions –
European Union,
Japan and the
United States,” Dr.
Esber explains.
“By facilitating
simultaneous
submissions of
new medicines and
vaccines in the ICH regions, faster access
to life-saving treatments to patients
beyond ICH regions, such as Africa and
Asia, was anticipated.”
Her exceptional understanding of the
international regulation and availability
of medicines and vaccines, her work
with international bodies, e.g, WHO
and UNICEF, and her significant efforts
on implementing the 1986 National
Childhood Vaccine Injury Act, led Merck
& Co., Inc., to recruit her in 2001 as
executive director.
“We knew that many children in
developing countries were not being
protected against the older, more
common preventable diseases and

“When I think of all the babies that have been saved
by Gavi efforts in the states and in other developed
countries — and the more than 5 million globally in
developing countries — I’m humbled. And when I
think of my first grandchild, born this year, I’m very
grateful that he, too, has access to these protections.”
Elaine Esber, MD

– ELAINE ESBER, MD

Top: By 2020, Gavi aims to
have helped immunize 30
million girls in more than
40 countries against HPV.
(Photo courtesy of Gavi/Karel
Prinsloo/2014) Left: Thanks

to support from Gavi
Vaccine Alliance, this fivemonth old child received
vaccines against polio and
the primary cause of fatal
pneumonia. (Photo courtesy

they had no
access to newer
vaccines that had
of Gavi/GMB Akash/2015)
been available
in developed
countries for 20 years, such as
Hepatitis B vaccine,” she recalls.
“Additionally, the infrastructure was
compromised. Although vaccines were
sent, some deliveries sat on the tarmac
until they spoiled, and in other cases
children did not receive follow-up
doses. The result was no lasting effect.”

Among solutions was Merck’s collaboration
with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
and others from the public and private
sectors, to form Gavi, the Vaccine
Alliance, which was much like the
harmonization efforts Dr. Esber had
helped coordinate two decades earlier.
Among the many accomplishments
of which she is most proud is that the
Hepatitis B vaccine – for which she
had signed the license in 1986 – was
finally being made available to children
around the world, through Gavi. She was
an active participant in helping support
global vaccine alliance from its founding
in 2000 until her retirement in 2008.
summer 2015
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Speaking Up and Speaking Out:
International Conversations Include
College of Medicine Alumna
“Over the years,
I’ve become
increasingly invested
in strengthening
the primary care
delivery system for
more vulnerable
populations in the
United
States,
J. Nwando Olayiwola
Class of ’01
including religious,
sexual, racial/
ethnic, cultural, and other minorities,”
says J. Nwando Olayiwola (nee
Onyejekwe), MD ’01, MPH, CPE, FAAFP.
When she was nominated for the
German Marshall Fund’s Marshall
Memorial Fellowship, Dr. Olayiwola,
who is the associate director of the
Center for Excellence in Primary Care,
and assistant professor, Department of
Family and Community Medicine at the
University of California San Francisco
(UCSF), was delighted.
She knew that – by participating
in multi-professional, multi-sector
conversations on a global basis

– she could explore how primary
care is successfully delivered in
international settings. And, she could
better understand the challenges that
exist, with the goal of learning about
procedures, policies and infrastructures
that might be replicated as effective
solutions to health care disparities in
the United States.
“With so much migration in European
countries, I wanted to learn how the
healthcare and social services needs
of new immigrants and first-generation
families are adequately met,” explains
Dr. Olayiwola. “In addition, because
first- and second-generation immigrants
are often marginalized, an exploration
of public policy issues to achieve health
equity was of interest to me.”
After completing orientation in
Washington DC, dialogue and a visit to
significant international institutions such
as the European Union, the European
Commission, NATO and others in
Brussels, Belgium, Dr. Olayiwola and her
14 American co-fellows set off to visit

four other countries over a four-week
period. Hosted by GMF city coordinators
in Copenhagen, Denmark; Bilbao, Spain;
Sarajevo, Bosnia; and Paris, France, Dr.
Olayiwola had meetings, briefings and
individual appointments with a mix of
political and ministerial officials, nongovernmental organizations, as well as
senior-level officials of education, health,
labor and other sectors.
“One of the common threads in how
these countries provide for their
underserved populations – whether it
be indigenous Basque communities in
Spain, refugees in Bosnia, or Senegalese
immigrants in France – is that health
care is seen as a fundamental right
for all. While each nation had its own
set of challenges in realizing this core
philosophy, I learned so much about the
implications of ‘Health in all Policies’ and
inter-sectorial cohesion. For example,
transportation policy has very discrete
relationships to health policy, but it’s not a
connection we naturally make. Therefore
we must collaborate and recognize how
interconnected we all are,” she says.

The German Marshall Fund (GMF)
was founded in 1972 by Germany
as a memorial to Marshall Plan
assistance. The Marshall Memorial
Fellowship has introduced a
generation of European leaders
to the United States and was
expanded in 1999 to send
emerging U.S. leaders to Europe.
Each year, 75 U.S. Fellowships are
awarded to the best and brightest
from all sectors, including
business, government and civil
society (www.gmfus.org).
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Dr. Olayiwola (third from left) joins other Marshall Memorial Fellows, using their usual mode of
transportation in Copenhagen.

Stay connected: Visit medicine.osu.edu/alumni

Serving the Underserved –
at Home
that building rapport with members
of underserved communities often
requires a unique approach, as well
as a balance between professionalism
and humanism. In just a few weeks,
it was evident that our student group
tremendously grew our communication
skills with a group with which many of
us had yet to interact – the experience
was invaluable.

Join Stewart Smith, Med 3 student, as he
shares his volunteer experience.
Community health education is an
important focus of the OSU College
of Medicine. During our first two years
of medical school, my classmates and
I had the opportunity to participate
in a volunteer project based on
serving underserved populations right
here in Columbus. This project was
very impactful to me, because the
community we touched is Columbus’
Near East Side neighborhood – where
I grew up.
We designed and executed a program
series about improving one’s health
and wellness through small alterations
in daily activities. On the surface,
the project might seem to be just
an amazing volunteer experience,

Stewart Smith

reaching the underserved in our city.
However, I found that members of
this community taught us far more
than we could have ever taught them.
Through the project, my eyes were
opened to many of the disparities
facing medicine today. We learned

To provide quality health care to all
populations, at some point physicians
must put themselves into their patients’
shoes. Participating in these community
health experiences afforded us a
glimpse into the everyday lives of an
underserved population, allowing us to
work diligently to integrate knowledge
learned into taking a truly patient-based
approach to care as we continue our
academic journeys.

SEMPER FIDELIS AND GO BUCKS!
Nearly 20 years ago, while enrolled as a College of Medicine
student, Sean M. Hussey, MD ’97, never thought he’d find
himself as a commander in the U.S. Navy, serving in a Middle
Eastern desert halfway around the world. Embedded as Force
Surgeon, U.S. Marine Corps Special Purpose Marine Air Ground
Task Force, to provide care for Marines and coalition forces in
Operation Inherent Resolve, Dr. Hussey is writing a three-part
series blog about his in-country experience.
“The need for preventive health measures here – related to
immunizations and health hygiene for Marines – has opened my
eyes to the state of health in this part of the world,” Dr. Hussey
says of the Middle East.

Sean Hussey, MD ’97, with four providers in Kuwait

“However, five years ago, I realized the global health crisis that nations are dealing with – even in the Western
Hemisphere – when I was rapidly deployed to Haiti after the 2010 earthquake, as director of Clinical Support Services
and pathologist on the hospital ship, USNS Comfort, to support Operation Restore Hope,” he adds.
Readers are invited to follow Dr. Hussey’s experience with Operation Inherent Resolve through his blog posts at
go.osu.edu/husseyblog.
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Child’s Death Inspires
Alumni to Action
A Time to Reflect on Importance of Medical Students’
Understanding and Experience of Global Health
THE SECOND TIME ANNE KLAMAR, MD ’90, TRAVELED
Family Practice physicians, Drs.
Anne and Rob Klamar, both
1990 graduates, established
the Anne E. Klamar and Rob
Klamar Global Health Fund
to provide travel stipends for
OSU Health Sciences students
to have consistent, predictable
healthcare rotations in
developing countries.

10 alumni
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TO KENYA TO BUILD SCHOOLS WITH INTERNATIONAL
CHARITY, FREE THE CHILDREN, SHE ENCOUNTERED
A YOUNG BOY WHOSE DIRE PLIGHT CEMENTED IN
HER MIND THE NEED TO HELP ENSURE ACCESS TO
SUSTAINABLE HEALTH CARE IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

“I had been invited in 2010 to visit Baraka Health Clinic, a Free the Children clinic
in the Narok South District of Kenya that was then less than one year old. While
visiting native patients’ homes in the Masai region, I saw a lethargic young boy
sitting in his mother’s lap and was told he had contracted typhoid. When I asked
what type of treatment he received and heard ‘none, he will probably die soon,’
I was appalled,” she recalls.
The main obstacle to treatment was that the boy’s mother was unable to leave
her eight other children to make the full-day walk to Baraka clinic.
“I called Rob from Kenya that evening at 4 a.m. while standing in the rain, and he
agreed that this situation was just not right. When he later made a trip to visit the
clinic to help provide medical care, he and I decided that we had to find a way to
raise enough money to help fund and build a second clinic.”
Before Anne, who today is president and CEO of Midmark Corporation, a
multinational medical manufacturing company, took on the fundraising task,
she stipulated that the new clinic would host visiting College of Medicine and
other OSU Health Sciences students. She and her husband, Rob, who practices
in Versailles, Ohio, envisioned safe, predictable and sustainable rotations for
a multidisciplinary mix of OSU students who would gain an understanding of
the need for global health care while providing dentistry, nutrition education
and medical care, among other services. To make that vision a reality, they
established the $100,000 Anne E. Klamar and Rob Klamar Global Health Fund to
provide student travel stipends.

In Swahili, the main language spoken
in Kenya, Baraka means “Blessing” and
Kishon means “Thank you.”
Just three years after the Klamar’s late night, international phone conversation,
the Kishon Clinic – built nearly on the spot where Anne encountered the dying
boy – became operational in 2013. “With a building donated by a Swedish
non-profit, and the philosophic and strategic synergy of the Free the Children
organization, not only do the people of the Masai region now have access to
health care that is financially sustainable and fully functional, but OSU students
also have the opportunity to bring health care to these gentle people,” Rob says.
“We are grateful to Dan Sedmak, MD, and the staff of the OSU Office of Global
Health for helping us bring the global healthcare program and the student travel
stipend program to fruition,” says Anne. “Both Rob and I feel such a debt of gratitude
to the College of Medicine, we wanted to give back and/or pay forward in
some way that would not only provide an empowering experience for medical
students, but also create good for the beautiful people of Kenya,” she adds.
“If our story inspires other alumni to also find a way to give back, then we are
that much more blessed and very thankful.”
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Good for Community and Good
for Medical Students:
Columbus Free Clinic
Located in the middle ground between
North High Street and the OSU campus,
the Columbus Free Clinic – operating
out of the Rardin OSU Family Practice
Center – is well-situated to provide
access to health care for underserved
and refugee populations in central Ohio.
“Working in the clinic for the first time
was overwhelming,” recalls Med 1
student Riley Smith. “At first, what
seemed like organized chaos to
me quickly
became a very
meaningful
experience,”
he says.
Riley is among
dozens of College
of Medicine
students who
volunteer in the
Clinic, which is
held every Thursday evening and
provides both urgent and primary care
– including no-cost laboratory services
and some prescription medications –
for walk-in and returning patients.
Student community service is an
important aspect of the college; in
volunteering, medical students gain
valuable clinical experience, as well as
administrative experience, because the
clinic is managed by a student Board
of Directors. They schedule patients
and coordinate other volunteers –
ranging from other medical students to
residents and fellows and from primary
care to specialty physicians, as well
as allied health students. In addition,
they manage an annual budget and
are responsible for submitting grant
proposals for funding and stocking the
clinic. OSU Wexner Medical Center

12 alumni
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Above: The clinic is supervised by Mary Jo Welker, MD ’76 (pictured left),
professor of Clinical Family Medicine and associate dean of Primary Care.
Left: Students run the clinic including coordinating volunteers, performing
administrative tasks and balancing a budget.

donates more
than $10,000
in laboratory, ultrasound and X-rays
services.
The clinic is supervised by Mary Jo
Welker, MD ’76, professor of Clinical
Family Medicine and associate dean of
Primary Care. It’s also staffed by Robert
Cooper, MD ’10, an administrative
fellow in the department of Emergency
Medicine, who dedicates 10 percent of
his workload to the clinic.

stuff’ going on and I was able to help
her sort through some of it. Being able
to talk with actual patients about the
complexities of their lives and limited
access to health care, really opened
my eyes to the needs of the community
right here in Columbus.”

Volunteering in the clinic, performing
exams and taking patient histories,
makes what students are learning
through the Lead.Serve.Inspire
curriculum applicable, according
to Riley who is now a committee
coordinator, meeting quarterly with the
student board.
“I remember the first patient I saw,”
recalls Riley. “She had so much ‘life

Medical students gain valuable clinical experience
at the Columbus Free Clinic.

Stay connected: Visit medicine.osu.edu/alumni

Pure Water Access Project:
Clean, safe water for all
When more than a fifth of Pakistan’s
total land area was inundated due to
heavy flooding in 2010, two 18-year-old
OSU undergraduates in the former dual
degree BS/MD program came together
to see how they could help.
“One of the biggest problems the
Pakistani people faced was lack of safe
drinking water,” explains Med 3 student
Shuvro Roy. After Roy and Med 2 student
Dheeraj Duggineni read an article in the
medical journal Lancet stating that 50
percent of clean water projects around
the world fail, they co-founded the Pure
Water Access Project (PWAP).

The 501(c)3’s first project – comparing
the “gold standard” biosand and Tulip
ceramic siphon filters in Nicaragua,
included interviewing 105 families who
are end-users and following up to
determine which is more cost effective.
PWAP then provided its findings to
NGOs, including Global Brigades, for a
project in Ghana in 2014 where nearly
600 people were directly, positively
impacted. A current project in El
Salvador is underway. To learn more
visit purewateraccessproject.com.

Intrigued because project failure rate
was not due to lack of funding, they
set about helping to solve the problem
through evidence-based, researchdriven field studies to find long-term,
sustainable solutions.
“We like to say that the term ‘global
water crisis’ is a misnomer; it’s actually
a series of local water crises due
to specific geographical or cultural
issues,” Roy says.

Shuvro Roy (second from left), along with (left to right) a church-group volunteer who provided labor,
and fellow PWAP co-founders Dheeraj Duggineni, and Adam Tabbaa, show their Buckeye pride. Above:
Heads of households in Nicaragua gather for an education session to learn about the Tulip filter.

Global Health
Gala 2015
In 2010, a group of Ohio State
medical students created the
Global Health Gala to garner
donations to support studentled initiatives around the world,
including access to clean water.
“Our hearts were touched by
the flooding in Pakistan, which at
the time was the worst disaster
to hit the world – we could not
physically go to help, so we
did what we could by raising
money,” says alumna Marium
Husain, MD ’12, who today is a
second-year Internal Medicine
resident at OhioHealth Riverside
Methodist Hospital. “I’ve always
felt it’s by chance where people
are born that dictates their life
circumstances. With all that I
gained by attending the OSU
College of Medicine, I feel it’s my
social responsibility to give back
in whatever way I can.”
Today the Gala remains studentled and is held in conjunction
with Buckeyes Without Borders.
The 2015 Gala will be held
November 12, 2015. Register at
pwap.brownpapertickets.com.

The eighth annual Clinton Global
Initiative University meeting,
held in February, brought together
student leaders from around the
nation. Pure Water Access Project,
recognized by Chelsea Clinton at
the award ceremony, also presented
its current clean water project in
El Salvador at the poster forum.
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Ride for World Health
Celebrates Global Health Day
On May 8, Global Health Day 2015 –
organized annually by Ride for World
Health (R4WH) – represented the
highlight of a 3,300-mile cross-country
bicycle trek from Huntington Beach,
Calif., to Bethany Beach, Del.
“Ride for World Health – a nonprofit
founded in 2006 by OSU College
of Medicine students – embodies
the incredible passion for education,
dedication to advocacy, and altruistic
drive for fundraising that medical students
have,” says Med 4 student Hersh Varma,
who served as CEO, R4WH in 2015.
Varma explains that an essential
element of R4WH is the Coast-to-Coast
Lecture Series. Each medical student
participant prepares an age-appropriate
lecture, delivered in communities along
the route to elementary- to high-schoolage students, as well as some universitylevel students. Varma, who plans a
residency in ophthalmology, talked to
students about basic eye health and
preventable visual impairments.
“Every rider seeks sponsorship,
with proceeds donated each year
to different beneficiaries providing
or supporting global health care.
This year we are proud to support
Empower & Advance and Remote Area
Medical, and are proud to have raised
approximately $30,000,” Varma says.
Melissa Mauntel, Med 3 student who will
serve as COO in 2016 and is responsible

R4WH 2015’s cross-country trek included 19
total riders, including medical students and
health professionals. (Photo by Mitch Ramsey)
Right: Ride4WH organizers, Melissa Mauntel
(left) and Hersh Varma (back) welcomed 2015
beneficiaries, Stan Brock (center), of Remote
Area Medical, and Ayesha Khan, MD, MPH,
(right) of Empower & Advance.

for organizing Columbus-based events,
notes that principals from each beneficiary
organization are the invited keynote
speakers for Global Health Day.
“In addition to money raised by
the cross-country riders, there are
group fundraisers held throughout
the year and, of course, the local
Solidarity Ride, which is always the
day following Global Health Day.

Faculty and community members and
riders’ families join the cross-country
riders to show support and raise
additional monies,” she says. For more
information, visit r4wh.org.

EMPOWER & ADVANCE increases regional healthcare capacity in Fort Liberte, Haiti, by providing
technology-based curriculum to train “community health workers” in providing basic healthcare services
(empowerandadvance.org).

REMOTE AREA MEDICAL delivers free, basic medical aid in the world’s most inaccessible regions,
including the Appalachian Distressed Corridor Region (ramusa.org).
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Global Health
Giving Opportunities
Opportunities for Giving Back!

Q: Does the Office of Global Health need
financial support?

A:

Absolutely! There are enormous costs associated
with not only international travel, but also for
resources needed to provide health care to
those in developing countries. Direct patient care
initiatives have numerous collateral benefits for
our students, who receive hands-on experience
while providing actual care for those who may not
otherwise receive what they need.

Q: Where does your support currently
come from?

A:

Although the OGH receives funding from the
university and the college, the more of those funds
we are able to dedicate toward extending medical
students’ education through participation in global
health activities – both field experience and
attendance/presentation at pertinent conferences/
meetings – the better. That’s why we are so
appreciative of grants, awards and gifts to provide
the most meaningful experience for our medical
students, as well as the best possible care for the
patients we serve in developing countries.

Q: How can alumni get involved with OGH
by giving back – are there specific
funding priorities?

A:

There are many ways alumni can help! Several
alumni have established designated scholarships
and stipends to send our medical students
abroad. Others make gifts to support specific
programs, and others write checks – both large
and small – or make planned gifts for the future.
Some opportunities for giving include:
• Building in-country capacity: Providing funds
to train and hire local individuals – such as
the more than 350 Haitian nurses trained in
neonatal resuscitation through the OSU Grief
Neonatal Survival Program – extends health
care in a sustainable, culturally appropriate way.
• Supplying buildings and equipment
• Providing educational support
• Volunteering: The OGH is building a volunteer
databank and would welcome alumni interest
for our initiatives.

If you are interested in making a donation to OGH initiatives or volunteering, please contact:
Pamela Potter
Administrative Director
Office of Global Health
376 West 10th Avenue, Suite 165
Columbus, OH 43210
614-247-8968
Pamela.Potter@osumc.edu
summer 2015

15

Alumni Notes
’62 John E. Bakos, MD recently
published, So You Want to Live to
be 100 – The No Pill Cure for High
Cholesterol. In this revolutionary
booklet, Dr. Bakos reveals the no-pill
cure for high cholesterol, associated
with elevated risks of cardiovascular
disease, which can include coronary
heart disease, stroke and peripheral
vascular disease.
’70 William E. Feeman, Jr, MD
published the paper, “POSCH and
the Lipid Regulatory Hypothesis,” in
the European Medical Journal in
February, 2015, as well as the paper

“LDL Lowering: Evidence for a Plaque
Non-Progression Threshold,” in the
International Journal of Cardiovascular
Research in October, 2014. He
presened three posters at the 2015
symposium of the International
Atherosclerosis Society in Amsterdam
last spring.
’73 Kenneth B. Deck, MD is stepping
down as chairman and surgical director
of the Memorial Care Breast Cancer
Program and retiring from active
practice. He will continue as medical
director of Alliance Clinical Research
as well as his quarterly Medical Mission
Trips to Honduras and Guatemala.

’74 Thomas Franklin, MD retired after
35 years of practicing sports medicine
at his Bellefontaine orthopedic
practice. He will miss the patients
and his Orthopaedic Association of
Bellefontaine colleagues.
’81 Mary Phyllis McNamara, MD
changed career paths after 26 years
as an ID physician in a private practice;
she is entering a fellowship in hospice
and palliative care medicine to continue
to serve others in a new way.

SAVE THE DATE!
HOMECOMING 2015

October 9-11
featuring our Medical Alumni Reunion Weekend
Learn more at medicine.osu.edu/alumni.
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’81 Richard D. Parker, MD was named
the new president of Cleveland Clinic’s
Marymount Hospital. He recently
served as chairman of Orthopaedic
Surgery since 2008. Under his
leadership, the department went from
a No. 4 ranking to a No. 3 ranking in
U.S.News & World Report.
’89 Susan Northrup, MD has been
a trustee of the American Board of
Preventive Medicine for seven years
and vice chair for Aerospace Medicine
for three years.

’91 Craig A. Miller, MD, FACS recently
wrote a biography, The Big Z: The Life
of Robert M. Zollinger, MD, which was
published by the American College
of Surgeons, and has been very well
received by the community of American
surgeons.
’02 Richard Wardrop, MD, PhD was
elected as president elect of the
University of North Carolina School of
Medicine Academy of Educators (AOE)
for a three year leadership cycle. The
AOE is a scholarly organization for all
UNC faculty as well as affiliated faculty
throughout the state of North Carolina
and UNC residents.

’05 Benjamin Taylor, MD was
appointed orthopaedic trauma
fellowship director of OhioHealth Grant
Medical Center in Columbus and editor
in chief of orthobullets.com, the top
orthopaedic surgery website.
Brandon Kakos, MD (Res Grad)
joined Mercy Health Physicians’ Dream
Team of orthopaedic specialist in
Cincinnati. Kakos is board certified in
sports medicine, internal medicine
and pediatrics.

SCHULLER ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT PLANS
’70 David E. Schuller, MD, vice president for Medical
Center Expansion and Outreach and medical director
of the Wexner Medical Center’s “But For Ohio State”
development campaign, is retiring after nearly 40 years
with the medical center.
Dr. Schuller has played an instrumental role in growing the
organization and guiding it through tremendous change.
In his current role as vice president for Medical Center
Expansion, he articulated the original vision for the current
medical center expansion in 2002
and has been working full-time on it
since 2009. He guided the $1.1-billion
construction project that culminated in
the December 2014 opening of the new
Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and
Richard J. Solove Research Institute. Dr.
Schuller led a team that was awarded
a $100-million grant for the radiation
oncology center, the largest grant in
Ohio State’s history.
The new cancer hospital is one of the
largest in the United States, with an
architectural design that integrates
research and education with patient
care, unique to any medical facility in
the world. Throughout its construction,
careful consideration was given to its
environmental elements and artwork.

For those efforts, Dr. Schuller received a national award
from Healthcare Design magazine.
Dr. Schuller joined Ohio State’s medical faculty in 1976,
serving as chair of the Department of Otolaryngology –
Head and Neck Surgery from 1984-2005. A renowned
surgical oncologist and researcher who specializes in head
and neck cancer, Dr. Schuller was the first director of the
Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove
Research Institute. He assumed that position in 1988 –
two years before the hospital officially
opened in July 1990 – and held it
until 2008. He was deputy director of
our Comprehensive Cancer Center
(CCC) from 1988-1997. In 2008, he was
appointed CEO emeritus of The James
and director emeritus of the CCC. He
has held the John W. Wolfe Chair in
Cancer Research since 2004.
During his 20 years of leadership,
he dramatically increased external
funding to Ohio State’s CCC, created
and recruited the leadership for the
Human Cancer Genetics Program
(now considered one of the best in the
United States), raised in excess of $350
million in philanthropic support and
led The James to becoming nationally
ranked in just nine years.
summer 2015
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Obituaries
’48 Arthur M.
Simpson, MD, 89,
died December 16,
2014. He served
on the surgical
staffs of Ventura
County Medical
Center, Ojai
Valley Community
Hospital, Santa Paula Memorial Hospital
and St. Johns Hospital in Oxnard. He
was surgical coordinator for the Family
Practice Residency Program at Ventura
County Medical Center from 1976
through 1981, where he remained on
the senior teaching staff until 1993.
’48 Marvin
Sobel, MD, 92,
died February 18,
2015. Dr. Sobel
was a prominent
general practice
physician in the
Cleveland area
for over 50 years
and was adjunct professor of family
practice medicine at Case Western
Reserve School of Medicine. He will be
remembered for his consummate skill
as a diagnostician.
’49 John Grant
“Jack” Bolen,
MD, 90, died
February, 2015.
Jack practiced at
Shannon Hospital,
St. Johns Hospital,
The Clinic Hospital
and McKnight
Sanatorium. He retired four different
times, returning to work as needed by
the hospital, finally retiring in 1995.
’50 Miller F. Toombs, MD, 89, died
March 7, 2015. During his 55 years as
a physician, he served as the Hill Crest
Children’s Home doctor. He served on
the staff and held officer positions for the
hospital and served six years on the Ohio
State Medical Legislation Committee.
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’52 Vincent
Patrick Hughes,
MD, 87, died
January 25, 2015.
He helped form
the partnership
of Sagerson
and Hughes in
Spokane, Wash.
He also provided consulting services
for the Deer Park Hospital, the VA, and
various minor emergency centers.
’53 Richard Taylor Messick, MD,
died May 7, 2015. He practiced
medicine with the Central Ohio
Medicine Group for 35 years. Dr.
Messick was a clinical assistant
professor with the OSU College
of Medicine and belonged to the
National Board of Medical Examiners,
the American Board of Internal
Medicine and the American College of
Physicians, and was a fellow with the
American Board of Rheumatology.
’53 Herschel
Almar “Dusty”
Rhodes, MD, 90,
died March 18,
2015. He had a
medical practice in
Upper Sandusky for
43 years, retiring in
1997. He also served
as medical director for Wyandot County
Hospice, and Fairhaven Community for
many years.
’55 August B. Juliano, MD, 88, died
January 21, 2015. He was an orthopedic
surgeon and had a private practice in
Ridgewood for many years. Throughout
his career, he was affiliated with the
Valley Hospital, Ridgewood, NJ.
’56 James “Bud” C. Kraner, MD, 91,
died November 23, 2104. He practiced
internal medicine at Lovelace Clinic in
Albuquerque, and served as the director
of the Non-Invasive Vascular Laboratory
at St. Luke’s Hospital in Phoenix.

’56 James F. Mason, MD, 85, died
April 17, 2015. He founded Northwest
Family Physicians and concluded
his career developing Worthington
Industries Medical and Wellness Center.
’56 Philip V. Matlock, MD, 86, died March
14, 2015. He completed his residency
in Radiology at City of Hope in Duarte,
and then opened his private practice in
Arcadia. Phil loved baseball and spent
many hours coaching his grandchildren
and their Little League teams.
’57 Isadore
Mendel, MD, 83,
died February 10,
2015. He loved
spending time
with his family, and
traveling the world.
He became a board
certified radiologist and practiced for
more than 25 years with Youngstown
Radiology Associates at North Side
Hospital and in a private office.
’58 Jerome Burman, MD, 85, died
February 17, 2015. He practiced for 35
years in Gahanna, Ohio, and was on
staff at Mount Carmel East Hospital. “Dr.
Jerry” is remembered for his longtime
commitment to the community as a
medical practitioner, excellent athlete,
beloved husband and family man.
’59 Francis “Pete” Cuppage, MD, 82,
died February 21, 2015. He had joined
the Department of Pathology at the
University of Kansas Medical Center,
where he was a respected member of
the faculty for 30 years, specializing in
kidney disease research.
’64 John Wilson “Jack” Higbee, MD,
80, died December 23, 2014. He was the
president of the staff at Mount Carmel
Hospital, chairman of the Ophthalmology
Department at Mount Carmel and
associate professor in the Department
of Ophthalmology at The Ohio State
University College of Medicine.
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It’s a unique trait to pursue the privilege and
awesome responsibility of caring for and
healing others. And it all begins the moment
you receive your white coat. Help make the
symbol of prominence and tradition a reality
for the newest members of your profession.

giveto.osu.edu/whitecoat

White coat

A symbol of promInence. A symbol of trAdItIon.

’66 Bohdan “Bo” John Jarem, MD,
74, died January 23, 2015. Bo
practiced medicine in Galveston,
Houston, El Paso and Dallas, as well
as Tucson. He initially specialized in
orthopedics, then anesthesia and
finally in pain management.
’69 William H.
Falor Jr, MD,
71, died January
16, 2015. He
joined the
Otolaryngology
practice of
Dr. William S.
McAfee, resulting
in a 36-year association and creation
of Central Coast Head and Neck
Surgeons, providing “ENT” services to
Monterey and San Benito counties.

’89 Phillip D. Price, MD, 51, died
January 11, 2015. He was instrumental
in developing the Mount Carmel
Bariatric Program and became the
program’s first bariatric surgeon and
director. Furthermore, he was the first
in Ohio to perform many advanced
laparoscopic procedures and the first
physician to perform the placement of
a gastric stimulator robotically.

Fellowship Grad Edward Russell
Savolaine, MD, 76, died November
10, 2014. He was a medical professor
at the Medical College of Ohio
in Toledo where he worked and
taught for 23 years, specializing
in cardiovascular, CT, ultrasound
and neuroradiology.

Res Grad William H. Shapiro, MD,
86, died February 2, 2015.
Res Grad James E. Williams, MD, 90,
died January 25, 2015. He practiced
medicine for 43 years, the last 36 years
as a urological surgeon at Grant Hospital
in Columbus, Ohio. He was on the
faculty of the OSU College of Medicine
as a clinical instructor in the Department
of Surgery focusing on urology.
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The Ohio State University
College of Medicine
Medical Alumni Society
P.O. Box 183112
Columbus, OH 43218-3112

COME BACK, GIVE BACK!
Celebrate your medical school reunion by reconnecting with
classmates and supporting the Buckeye physicians of tomorrow.

Log in to the New Alumni Portal and take advantage of these great features:
•
•
•
•
•

Search all alumni: Connect with alumni from all colleges of The Ohio State University.
Update your info: Manage your personal, professional and educational information on
your alumni record.
Find college classmates: Search for College of Medicine alumni by name, location, class
year and degree.
Submit class notes: Tell us what’s new in your life, from employment change and
marriage to family additions and awards.
Register for events: Review and register for upcoming events, including the Medical Alumni
Reunion Weekend.

We need your correct email address and contact information. Log in to the alumni portal and
update your info at go.osu.edu/medalum.
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